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About Me



WHERE I 
DECIDED TO 
WRITE...
Garmisch Partenkirchen



THE ERIE CANAL

…changed New York…



Upstate 
New York

…changed the world….



THE ERIE CANAL

…left an indelible 
mark on history…



AND YET, UPSTATE NY 
IS LARGELY ABSENT 
FROM THE CREATIVE 
STAGE



HISTORY HAS THE 
POWER TO INSPIRE

(so did Aileen O’Malley…)



AN EXTRAORDINARY 
MOMENT IN TIME

1825

ERIE CANAL OPENS

1861

CIVIL WAR BEGINS



1825

ERIE CANAL OPENS

BURNED OVER
DISTRICT

NATIVE’S PUSHED OUT

CITIES 
EXPLODED ONTO THE SCENE

THE FACTS



SLAVE 
CATCHERS

IRISH FAMINE

BLACK FARMING
COMMUNITIES

MASSIVE 
IMMIGRATION

THE ENVIRONMENT



UTOPIAN 
EXPERIMENTS

WOMAN’S 
SUFFRAGE

ABOLITION

1861

CIVIL WAR BEGINS

MOVEMENTS WERE SPAWNED



THE 
SEEDS 
OF TODAY’S DISCORD/
PLANTED THEN



SOME 
CHARACTER’S 
YOU’LL RECOGNIZE

ULYSSES S. 
GRANT

ELIZABETH CADY 
STANTON

GERRIT SMITHHARRIET 
TUBMAN

FREDERICK 
DOUGLASS

STEPHEN MYERS



SOME 
CHARACTERS 
YOU’LL MEET

LEAHVINY

BETHA DOOLEYJEDIDIAH TRACEYAILEEN O’MALLEY

ROSEJOSEPH RYAN JIMMY

STRONG WOMEN, ABOLITIONISTS AND 
SCOUNDRALS



…in Dreams of 
Freedom and 
Upstate New York

Immerse Yourself



Arrive in 
Albany
…on a Hudson River 
Steamboat



Revisit Aileen’s 
arrival in 
Canastota
…followed by a 
“freedom” afternoon in 
stunningly beautiful 
Madison County



Marvel at the 
water
…That Runs North in 
Chittenango



Attend the 
Fugitive Slave 
Law 
Convention
…in Cazenovia



Visit Molly 
…at the Oneida 
Community 
Mansion House



Imagine Aileen 
and Jedidiah’s 
mercantile 
store
…on on Fayetteville’s 
feeder canal.



Savor a Trip

…to Syracuse



Bring your 
books 
…and get out on the 
water



Journey West 

…on a multi-day trip 
to Buffalo



Make sand 
maps of your 
lives
…Lake Ontario’s 
Eastern Shore



Experience 
Central New 
York’s 
…Resurgent 
Waterfront 
Community of 
Oswego



Take turns 
reading 
portions of the 
Epilogue 
…out loud while 
sitting in the glorious 
Seward Home in 
Auburn NY



THE PROMISE OF 
AMERICA

In a letter from Aileen O’Malley to her daughter Bessie. 

“THE TASK IS BEFORE YOU. 
PUT YOUR GOOD

STRONG

AND SENSITIVE

TO THE TASK OF MAKING THIS A

MIND

CONSTIT UTION

HEART

BETTER LAND”



Dreams of 
Freedom is: 
…my love letter to 
UNY.

Celebrate the 200th anniversary of the Erie Canal. Bring 
your book clubs to UNY
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